1 he importance of

TAMIN A

runInants

1 he functions of Vitamin
A — Role in health,
immunity, and
reproduction

reproduction, reduced prevalence of mastitis, reduced occurrence
’ of milk fever, and fewer reproductive disorders.®

Vitamin A is a fat-

soluble vitamin H ’ -
that play an : A
important role in
the body of the
ruminant. Vitamin
A is necessary for

=T

support of growth,
reproduction, and Aot
maintenance of body il
systems and epithelial e,

cells of mammals.
Vitamin A deficiency
causes loss of vision, defects T

in bone growth, defects in " 4 i
reproduction, and defects in P e

growth and differentiation of epithelial

tissues, resulting in cornification and

keratinization.!-2-> Keratinization of tissues

result in loss of function and makes the

tissues more susceptible to infection. The

gastro-intestinal-, genital-, reproductive-, @' !
respiratory-, and urinary tracts may be w
affected. Diarrhoea and pneumonia are ¥
typical secondary effects of vitamin A . . .
deficiency Supplementing Vitamin A
Vitamin A is required for normal disease The requirement of vitamin A will depend 5}.
resistance which is related to the on the deficiency of the animal, the diet 5
maintenance of mucous membranes. and the animals’ production stage. Vitamin -!
Vitamin A deficiency may therefore A can be supplemented through the diet by |
lead to an increased occurrence in eye inclusion into supplementary feed, through
infections. Vitamin A deficiency causes a oral solutions or injectable solutions. The
reduced immune response by affecting administration of injectable vitamin A is a
the production of antibodies.? direct way to supplement an accurate dosage
of Vitamin A. The supplementation of vitamin A

Vitamin A is important for reproduction. is advised before and after the dry season, when a
A deficiency will lead to failure of sperm diet of stored roughages like grass bales, wheat straw
production (spermatogenesis) in male or silage is fed and before periods of stress like breeding,
animals and reduced conception, early calving or lambing and weaning.
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